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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an image 
processing method capable of deciding the lightness of 
an image based on more detailed parameter of the 
lightness of the image, obtaining the degree of optimum 
correction to the image and especially increasing its 
density while maintaining the gradation of a high 
density part in a printed image. 

SOLUTION: In a histogram with respect to number of 
pixels as to each luminance of a luminance signal 
denoting the lightness of an image obtained from image 
data, the ratio (Slow) of the cumulative frequency of a 
prescribed low luminance area (0-X) to the entire pixel 
number is obtained, and in the case correcting the 
luminance by a gradation curve (y=0.8) to darkly correct 
the luminance signal is used to correct the luminance, 
and when the ratio is higher than a prescribed value 
(Slow=20), the gradation curve is revised so as not to 
conduct correction (z=1) for the maintenance of the 
gradation for the luminance correction for the 
prescribed low luminance area. 
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UT L [Y] ICjroT, A*W*0>*S«Y & Y" = 
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